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and suppose them capable of distinguishing between reasonable laws, 
and those which require them to commit manifest crimes. The 
objection which we are considering, rests on the supposition, that a 
declaration of war is a common act of legislation, bearing no strong 
marks of distinction from other laws, and consequently to be obeyed 
as implicitly. But it is broadly distinguished. A declaration of war 
sends us forth to destroy our fellow-creatures, to carry fire, sword, 
famine, bereavement, want and wo into the fields and habitations of 
our brethren ; whilst Christianity, conscience, and all the pure 
affections of our nature, call us to love our brethren, and to die, if 
need be, for their good. And from whence comes this declaration 
of war ? From men who would rather die than engage in unjust 
or unnecessary conflict 1 Too probably, from men to whom Chris- 
tianity is a name, whose highest law is honor,- who are used to 
avenge their private wrongs, and defend their reputations by shed- 
ding blood, and who, in public as in private life, defy the laws of 
God. Whoever at such men's dictation, engages in war, without 
solemnly consulting conscience, and inquiring into the justice of the 
cause, contracts great guilt ; nor can the " right of war " which such 
men claim as rulers, absolve him from the crimes and woes of the 
conflict in which he shares. 



MISCONCEPTIONS RESPECTING THE SOCIETY. 

We find, since the issue of our last number, some misconceptions 
of our Society afloat in certain quarters, and deem it proper to cor- 
rect them by simply re-stating our position and course. When the 
public, nearly ten years ago, were led by the Non-Resistance So- 
ciety to confound our enterprise with theirs, we merely republished, 
to the entire satisfaction of our friends, a tract which had been ste- 
reotyped by us several years before under the eye of oor founder, 
the late William Ladd ; and the most effectual way to rectify erro- 
neous impressions now, would be, if we had space, to send forth 
that same tract as the best exposition we could give of the course 
we have uniformly pursued. 

The Society, as such, has never departed from that course ; but, 
in consequence of positions taken by some of our official represen- 
tatives on their own responsibility, the impression, whether right or 
wrong, prevailed for a time among our friends, if not generally in 
the community, that we were, blending a variety of foreign topics 
with the cause of peace. The question could no longer be evaded ; 
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and our Society, at its last annual meeting, took up the matter, and 
with great unanimity passed the resolutions, ' that the Society con- 
fine itself strictly to the single object of abolishing International 
War; that it be with special care kept entirely distinct from anti- 
government, capital punishment, and all other extraneous subjects ; 
that the basis of the First General Peace Convention in London, 
1843, viz., the inconsistency of War with Christianity , and the 
true interests of mankind, be regarded as the proper basis of co- 
operation in the cause of peace ; that all persons, willing for any 
reason to labor for the abolition of this custom, be, as they have 
been from the origin of the Society, invited, whatever their views 
respecting defensive wars, to unite with us in this enterprise, and 
the Society be conducted in a way to render such co-operation prac- 
ticable, consistent and cordial.' In strict accordance with these 
resolutions, and particularly in view of the fact, that some of the 
modern non-resistants came into our last annual meeting, and boldly 
claimed the phraseology of our constitution as endorsing their no- 
government theory, and measures for disunion, the draft of a revised 
constitution was in October last submitted in a circular to our mem- 
bers without an argument on either side, and the question proposed, 
as the main point at issue, whether the constitution should be so al- 
tered as to exclude moderate peacemen. To this question only one out 
of hundreds answered yes ; and on the receipt of these responses, 
our President and a few of his friends retired from office, not upon 
the issue, whether any species of war is compatible with Christianity, 
an issue we have in this case neither proposed nor accepted, but 
upon the issue, so fairly presented by the Society, whether the 
moderate friends of peace shall be excluded, or the cause so man- 
aged as to render practicable, consistent and cordial the co-opera- 
tion of all that are willing for any reason to labor for the abolition 
of war. 

1. We plead, then, only for the course pursued by our Society 
under its venerable founder, and merely resist the efforts started 
during the last two years to radicalize its policy, and introduce 
such changes as would exclude under reproach the very class of 
peacemen who have for the most part made our Society what it is. 

2. We merely adhere in good faith to the course prescribed at 
our last annual meeting by so decisive a majority of our Society, 
about ten to one ; a course to which the very gentlemen lately 
retired then gave their assent, and expressly pledged themselves as 
the recognized condition of their being re-elected to the offices they 
have at length resigned ! 
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3. The Constitution now proposed, so far from changing the 
general course hitherto pursued in this cause by nearly all friends 
of peace, is strictly conformed to that course, and adopts, word for 
word, the above basis of the London Convention, viz., Regarding 
war as inconsistent with Christianity , and the true interests of man- 
kind, the sole object of this Society shall be to seek its abolition, and 
promote universal and permanent peace. 

4. The Society still retains the standard publications it has all 
along used — those of the London Peace Society, and the writings 
on peace of such men as Erasmus, and Worcester, and Ladd, and 
Channing, and Dymond, and Gurney, and Malcom, and Jay, and 
even Mr. Coues himself, a fine tract from whose pen we have stereo- 
typed as one of our series. 

In view of these statements, it will be seen with how little truth 
we are represented by some of our late associates as " bending to 
merge with the easy highway of the multitude," and the public are 
told that there is " no disqualifying reason why the Mexican and 
American soldiers who stabbed at each other's hearts in the streets of 
Monterey, might not alternately subscribe to the highest article of faith 
remaining in the Society's creed, and that too with the points of their 
bayonets newly dipped in human blood!" Mr.Burritt, in his absence 
from the country, must have been strangely misinformed ; for there 
is nothing in our constitution, or publications, or uniform course, 
nor is likely to be any thing, that can for a moment justify such 
representations. 

Our difficulty is an old one. It is essentially the same that we had 
some years ago with the Non-Resistance Society ; and it all arose 
and reached its height before any proposal was made to alter our con- 
stitution at all. We could easily give a history and an explanation 
of the whole thing, but hope it may never become necessary. Most 
of our late associates in office were not at home with us ; and at length 
it became evident to themselves, as to others, that, with their views, 
and habits, and modes of management, they could not be comfortable 
as leaders in such a society as ours, and that the class of men hith- 
erto united with us in this cause, would not work cheerfully and har- 
moniously under their auspices. So they wisely concluded to re- 
tire ; and our best wishes go with them. We would leave them, as 
we do all our friends, to work for our great object in the way they 
like best. We are glad if they have found methods of peace more 
congenial than purs to their taste, and shall rejoice to see them cor- 
recting, as we think experience will in due time correct, some of 
those errors which brought so much embarrassment upon our Society 
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under their temporary auspices. We regard them of course as sincere 
friends of our cause, and hope they will in their own way do far more 
for peace than they ever did or could in ours. There is a class of 
radical men whom we have never reached as a body; men who would 
never work harmoniously with our sort of peacemen, even though we 
agreed with them in sentiment; a class of men who have seldom come 
near us, and when they did, were always sure to embroil us in diffi- 
culty. Here is a fair and open field for our former associates ; and 
we trust they will call out the full strength of this class, and use it 
well for the promotion of universal peace. God speed every effort 
honestly made for the banishment of all war, and all the spirit of war, 
and all the implements of war, from the whole world forever ; nor can 
we doubt that every member of our Society will join in a hearty 
amen to this prayer. Division, rightly managed, may in this case, 
as in that of temperance, be made to mean, not conflict, but the most 
effectual co-operation for a great common object. We devoutly hope 
it may be so; for our cause needs all the aid it can obtain from any 
source. We extend our best wishes to the League of universal Bro- 
therhood ; so far as it aims only at universal peace, we welcome it as 
a hopeful auxiliary in its sphere; and, though we cannot as a Society 
endorse its free-trade, or any of its other implied doctrines or objects, 
we shall nevertheless rejoice most heartily to see it accomplishing ten- 
fold more than its most sanguine friends can expect, to make all men 
love each other as brethren, and to introduce the glorious era when 
nations shall learn war no more. 

A word now to the friends of peace through the community. We 
have all along assured our late associates, that the cause of peace, if 
brought aright before the Christian public, would in due time secure 
very general support from good men. We are now left, they say, to 
try the experiment; and we trust, despite their forebodings, we shall 
not be disappointed in the confidence we have reposed in you, but 
shall find our brethren in the church and the ministry friends of peace 
in deed and in truth. We rely under God upon your sympathies and 
prayers, your personal efforts and pecuniary contributions, all which 
we need, especially at a time when the war-spirit is so rife through the 
land, and our country is involved in all the guilt and evils of actual 
warfare. We find of late a very encouraging increase of liberality to- 
wards our cause; but we need, in order to meet in full the demands 
of the present crisis, a far greater amount of funds than we have 
ever yet received. The Society was left by our late associates in 
office with nothing in its treasury ; and our sole reliance under God 
is now on the weekly contributions of its friends. 
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A Specimen of our Difficulties. — Since the foregoing was written, 
the following illustration of our difficulties — their nature and their origin — has 
providentially fallen into our hands. The Rev. J. N. Granger, Pastor of 
the First Baptist Church in Providence, R. I., says in a note to a recently 
published Thanksgiving Sermon : 

" So far as I am acquainted with the doctrines and measures of the Amer- 
ican Peace Society, I deem them to be eminently Christian ; and that is 
giving them the best name in my power to give. They are wise and safe, 
and, if adhered to, must yet prevail. But nothing can be more unlike them 
than what is taught in most of the Peace Conventions, which Itave been held of 
late years in Neiv England. I have listened to the discussions of only one ; 
but 1 have read the reports of others, and have conversed with gentlemen 
whose character and means of information give the highest value to their 
testimony. * * At a Peace Convention held in this city in January last, 
they told the objector that those accounts of David and Moses were con- 
tained in old Jewish writings, of doubtful age and authority ; they were 
written, no one knew by whom or when, and were preserved, no one knew 
how. * * Now, for one, I am free to say, that I dread the loss of the 
Old Testament, more than I dread any war." &c. &c. 

We perceive that Mr. Burritt's Citizen complains of this as "a mean and 
miserable (!) attempt to mislead," and " pities the man who has so much 
malignity (!) in his heart as thus to slander such men as Cones, and Walk- 
er," and others who lately retired from office in our Society. Not having 
attended any of the conventions in question, we cannot say how far Mr. 
Granger's conception of them is correct ; but we early learned that they 
actually left on the minds of many among our most intelligent and trust- 
worthy friends, the very impression which Mr. G. describes. We cannot 
suppose he meant to assail the gentlemen's character, all of whom we well 
know to have many and varied excellencies ; he merely says that their doc- 
trines and measures he regards as in some respects anti-christian. This 
impression he shares with multitudes of good men; and we might quote 
even stronger expressions than he uses. Those conventions, indeed, were 
all held on" the personal responsibility of the men who conducted them'; but, 
as the chief speakers were then officers of our Society, and as the Advocate, 
while in Mr. Burritt's hands, seldom reported any thing but those conven- 
tions as done in this country for peace, although they were not a tithe of 
what was actually done, the inference by the public was well nigh unavoid- 
able, that such men and such views were the true, if not the sole represen- 
tatives of our cause. It should, however, be borne in mind, that our So- 
ciety has never made itself responsible in any way for such sayings and 
doings as those complained of by Mr. Granger. 



No RIGHT TO QUESTION THE GOVERNMENT IN A TIME OF WAR ? — Tell 

us what you would be at. Would you, if you could, silence all expressions 
of dissent from the government ? Would you forbid all public examination 
of its measures, and the free expression of opinion ? Would you have it 
understood that, when the administration has taken a step, whatever it may 
be, every man must acquiesce, and every voice and pen unite ? Or would 
you allow some liberty of opinion and of speech in smalj matters, but forbid 
it in matters of the greatest moment, such as questions of peace or war? 
Would you have it understood that, as soon as the nation becomes involved 
in war, the administration must be treated as infallible in regard to that, war, 
and every man who opposes it, denounced asa traitor? If not, what is it you 
would be at ? Tell us definitely what you mean.— VI. Chronicle. 



